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Brief Report:
The Physics Club, Sir P T Sarvajanik College Science report is different celebrated the 50th
anniversary of “Humanity’s Historic First Steps on the Moon” on 20th July, 2019. Various
activities for the students were planned on this special occasion.
In morning session, three talks were organized.
Dr. Nisha Patel delivered a talk on “Magnificent destination-an incredible story of race
to the moon”. She had initiated her talk with the history of mankind in space and then she
narrated the incredible story of the race to the moon between Russia and United States.
The time-line of Russian lunar mission and US Apollo missions was also included. The
story was ended with Neil Armstrong’s first step on the moon with which a dream of
whole mankind was fulfilled and the race to the moon was won by US.
Second Interesting talk was delivered by Principal Dr. Pruthul Desai on “Legacies of
Opollo-11”. He explained in his talk that Apollo program went well beyond its celebrated
aim of the demonstration of superiority of America’s technological prowess over the
Soviets. Over half a century of the study of the geological observations and the collected
samples of the moon rocks, we have gained deeper insights into the Moon’s origin and
history. The partnership created between NASA and industry to commercialize
technologies developed for the Apollo mission has its echo even today. Apollo spinoffs in
different field were also discussed.
Dr. Dhiraj Shah explained “Indian’s footprint in Space” in his wonderful lecture. He
started his lecture by introducing Dr. Vikram Sarabhai. Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, the great
visionary and father of Indian space program, quickly recognized the benefits of space
technologies and as a result, activities related to the space research were initiated in India
during the early 1960’s. Further in his talk, Dr. Shah discussed the history of Indian Space
program, the major outcomes of the Chandrayaan-1 and some of the challenges faced by
Chandrayaan-2 mission before it set in to Lunar orbit and the Vikram lander which had a
soft controlled landing on Lunar surface.
In afternoon session, a poster/cartoon presentation competition was organised for the
students. This competition received a wonderful response; thirty-three participants from
all over South Gujarat region participated with great enthusiasm. Prof. Anil Bhatt from
Navyug Science College and Prof. Vipul Kheraj from SVNIT, Surat served as the judges in
this competition. Winners of the competition were awarded with a prize in the
valedictory function.
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